MARINWOOD COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT

NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Pursuant to Section 21000 et. seq. of the Public Resources Code and Marin County Environmental Impact Review
Guidelines and Procedures, a Negative Declaration is hereby granted for the following project.

1. Project Name: Marinwood Park Maintenance Facilities Replacement Project
2. Location and Description: 775 Miller Creek Road, San Rafael, Marinwood/Assessor’s Parcel # 164-260-35

The Marinwood Community Services District is proposing removal of the existing park maintenance modular
building and the park maintenance facilities (storage sheds, fenced storage enclosure and storage bins) located
adjacent to the banks of Miller Creek and restoration of the area to a natural setting. Two non-native pine trees located
some distance from the creek bank will be removed. No work is proposed to occur in the creek or on its banks.

A new 2,500 square foot storage shed/shop and approximately 1,960 square foot fenced storage enclosures are
proposed. The location is as far as is practical away from the creek.

3. Project Sponsor: Marinwood Community Services District
4. Finding:

Based on the attached Initial Study and prior to the public hearing, it is my judgement that:

O The project will not have a significant effect on the environment.

X The significant effects of the project noted in the Initial Study attached have been mitigated

by modifications to the project so that the potential adverse effects are reduced to a point
where no significant effects would occur.

g; Cié—L : Date: 6{/{/*

Eric Dreikosen, District Manager

Based on the attached Initial Study and the testimony received at a duly noticed public hearing on
2018, a Negative Declaration is granted.

Date:

President, Marinwood Community Services District
Board of Director

5. Mitigation Measures:

00 No potential adverse impacts were identified, therefore, no mitigation measures are required.
X  Please refer to mitigation measures in the attached Initial Study.

(0  The potential adverse impacts have been found to be mitigable as noted under the following factors in
the Initial Study attached.

All of the mitigation measures for the above effects will be incorporated into the project.

Other conditions of approval in support of these measures may also be advanced.



6. Preparation:

This Negative Declaration was prepared by the Marinwood Community Services District. Copies may
be obtained at the address listed below.

Marinwood Community Services District
Attn: Eric Dreikosen

775 Miller Creek Road

San Rafael, CA 94903

(415) 479-0775

Monday — Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.



MARINWOOD COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT

INITIAL STUDY

PARK MAINTENANCE FACILITY REPLACEMENT PROJECT

l BACKGROUND

Marinwood Community Services District

A. Project Sponsor Name 775 Miller Creek Road

and Address: San Rafael, CA 94903-1323

B. Lead Agency Name and Address:  Marinwood Community Services District
775 Miller Creek Road
San Rafael, CA 94903-1323
Eric Dreikosen, District Manager

C. Agency Contact: (415) 479-7751

edreikosen@marinwood.org

IIl. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

A.

1 . Project Maintenance Building
Project Title: Replacement Project

Project Location: 775 Miller Creek Road, San Rafael
Marin County, CA
Assessor's Parcel 164-260-35
Marin Countywide Plan
Land Use Designation: OS, Open Space

Marin County Zoning: OA, Open Area

Description of Project:
ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

The project is located at 775 Miller Creek Road, west of Highway 101, off Lucas
Valley Road and Miller Creek Road, in the community of Marinwood (Figure 1). Itis
mapped on the Novato USGS quadrangle (38.030667°N and -122.551146°W) at 65
to 70" in elevation. The project is located on a large parcel owned by the Marinwood
Community Services District that includes their administrative office, Marinwood
Community Center, Marinwood Community Park (pool, picnic area, tennis courts,
playground), fire house, and a pathway that extends from Miller Creek Road to Las
Gallinas Avenue. Miller Creek runs through the parcel and adjacent to the existing
park maintenance building. Miller Creek drains an area of approximately 12 square
miles. It flows through the unincorporated community of Marinwood and enters San
Pablo Bay near Mclnnis County Park.
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According to the Marin County Community Development Agency website, the parcel
(APN# 164-260-35) is designated as Open Area (OA; Marin County 2017d). The
"OA zoning district is intended for areas of the County committed to open space
uses, as well as environmental preservation; however, it also allows parks and
playgrounds, public safety facilities and storage related to these uses." A portion of
the parcel is also designated as a Stream Conservation Area (Marin County 2017c).

Vegetation within the project site, including both the proposed project area and a
buffer around it, consists primarily of upland ruderal and riparian woodlands along
Miller Creek. The site is bordered by residential development directly to the north,
Miller Creek Road and a graveled access driveway to west, Miller Creek and an
ephemeral drainage to south, and a continuation of a pathway and additional creek
side habitat to the east. Recreation facilities, a school, and residential development
occur in the surrounding areas. As noted above, the site is accessed from a gravel
road directly off Miller Creek Road. This pathway extends beyond the site all the way
to Las Gallinas Avenue.

See Biological Resources Assessment, dated November 2017, by Prunuske
Chatham, Inc., attached as Appendix A for additional information.

EXISITING PARK MAINTENANCE FACILITIES HISTORY

Existing park maintenance facilities are located in the northwesterly corner
of the subject site approximately 250 feet easterly of Miller Creek Road
and between the northerly bank of Miller Creek and the southerly (rear) property
line of residential lots fronting on Quietwood Drive.

The facilities currently receive water from the Marin Municipal Water District, sanitary
sewer service from the Las Gallinas Valley Sanitary District, electricity from PG&E
telephone from AT&T, and fire protection from the Marinwood Fire Department. The
site is accessed via a drive from Miller Creek Road.

The current approximately 720-square foot wooden shop and storage structure was
originally constructed in 1965. In the ensuing years, the footprint expanded with the
addition of an added approximately 1,150-square foot fenced storage area, smaller
storage sheds and storage bins and eventually a second approximately 650-square
foot enclosed structure connecting to the original building.

In 2001, the District placed an approximately 360-square foot modular
office building directly across the path from the maintenance building. It is
located approximately 8 feet southerly of the rear fences ofthe residences
fronting Quietwood Drive. it contains a restroom and a coffee/lunch area. Water,
sewer and electricity were brought to this building and the phone line was
redirected, providing a more appropriate place for park staff to meet
and perform administrative work.
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Throughout the years, the maintenance facility has severely deteriorated through use
and primarily weather. District staff has applied various fixes and repairs as needed
that can best be described as "Band-Aids" intended to extend the useful life of the
current facility, not provide a permanent repair. One of the larger temporary repairs
performed by staff included adding a pitched roof over the existing roof to assist
drainage and prevent a roof collapse from water weight in heavy winters. This
occurred at some point approximately mid-2000s. While the District did explore a
complete roof replacement, it was determined by a structural engineer at the time
that this was throwing good money after bad and the District should instead opt to
replace the entire structure, and the District abandoned this initiative. Rather, the roof
was tarped seasonally to prevent leaks and puddling.

PROJECT

The project involves removal of the existing park maintenance facilities modular
building and the park maintenance facilities (storage sheds, fenced storage
enclosure and storage bins) located adjacent to the banks of Miller Creek
and restoration of the area to a natural setting. Two non-native pine trees
located some distance from the creek bank will be removed. No work is
proposed to occur in the creek or on its banks except for Mitigation
Measures 8(a.b.)-26.

A new 2,500 square foot storage shed/shop and approximately 1,960 square
foot fenced storage enclosures are proposed. The location, as shown on the
Site Plan (Figure 2), is as far as is practical, approximately 55 feet, away from
the near top of creek bank.

TECHNICAL REPORTS
As a part of this project, the Marinwood C.S.D. has had the following
technical reports prepared to help define and address potential impacts

from the proposed project:

Biological Resources Assessment
Biological Resources Assessment, Prunuske Chatham, Inc., November 2017.

Cultural Resources Evaluation
Cultural Resources Evaluation, Archaeological Resource Services, May 23, 2018.

These documents are hereby incorporated by referenced and are attached as
Appendix A and Appendix B.
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FIGURE 1: LOCATION MAP
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CIRCULATION AND REVIEW

This Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration is being circulated for a 30-day review
and comment period pursuant to California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines
Section 15073. It is being circulated to all agencies that have jurisdiction over the subject
property or the natural resources affected by the project and to consultants, community
groups, and interested parties to attest to the completeness and adequacy of the
information contained in the Initial Study as it relates to the concerns which are germane
to the agency's or organization’s jurisdictional authority or to the interested parties’ issues.

Marin County Agencies:

Marin County Community Development Agency
Marinwood Community Services District - Fire Department
Marin Municipal Water District

Las Gallinas Valley Sanitary District

Other Agencies:

o U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
e San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board
e California Department of Fish and Wildlife

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES
Pursuant to Section 15063 of the State CEQA Guidelines, the Marinwood Community
Services District (CSD) has prepared this Initial Study. The Initial Study evaluation is a
preliminary analysis of a project which provides the CSD with information to use as the
basis for deciding whether to prepare an EIR or Negative Declaration. The points
enumerated below describe the primary procedural steps undertaken by the CSD in
completing an Initial Study checklist evaluation and, in particular, the manner in which
significant environmental effects of the project are made and recorded.

A. The determination of significant environmental effect is to be based on substantial
evidence contained in the administrative record and environmental data consisting
of factual information regarding environmental resources and relevant
environmental goals and policies. As a procedural device for reducing the size of
the Initial Study document, relevant information sources cited and discussed in
topical sections of the checklist evaluation are incorporated by reference into the
checklist (e.g. general plans, zoning ordinances). Each of these information
sources has been assigned a number which is shown in parenthesis following
each topical question and which corresponds to a number on the data base source
list provided herein as Attachment 1. Other sources used or individuals contacted
may also be cited in the discussion of topical issues where appropriate.

B. In general, a Negative Declaration shall be prepared for a project subject to CEQA
when either the Initial Study demonstrates that there is no substantial evidence that
the project may have one or more significant effects on the environment. A Negative
Declaration shall also be prepared if the Initial Study identifies potentially significant
effects, but revisions to the project made prior to release of the Negative
Declaration for public review would avoid or reduce such effects to a level of
less than significance, and there is no substantial evidence before the CSD that
the project as revised will have a significant effect on the environment. A signature
block is provided in Section VII of this Initial Study to verify that the CSD has
agreed to incorporate mitigation measures into the project in conformance with
this requirement.
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C. All answers to the topical questions must take into account the whole of the action
involved, including off-site as well as on-site, cumulative as well as project-level,
indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as operational impacts. Significant
unavoidable cumulative impacts shall be identified in Section V of this Initial Study
(Mandatory Findings of Significance).

D. A brief explanation shall be given for all answers except "Not Applicable” answers
that are adequately supported by the information sources the CSD cites in
the parenthesis following each question. A "Not Applicable" answer is adequately
supported if the referenced information sources show that the impact simply does
not apply to projects like the one involved (e.g. the project falls outside a fault
rupture zone). A "Not Applicable" answer shall be discussed where it is based on
project-specific factors as well as general standards (e.g. the project will not expose
sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific screening analysis).

E. "Less Than Significant Impact" is appropriate if an effect is found to be less than
significant based on the project as proposed and without the incorporation of
mitigation measures recommended in the Initial Study.

F. "Potentially Significant Unless Mitigated" applies where the incorporation of
recommended mitigation measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially
Significant Impact” to a "Less than Significant Impact." The CSD must describe the
mitigation measures, and briefly explain how they reduce the effect to a less
than significant level.

G. "Significant Impact" is appropriate if an effect is significant or potentially significant,
or if the CSD lacks information to make a finding that the effect is less than
significant. If there are one or more effects which have been determined to be
significant and unavoidable, an EIR shall be required for the project.

H. The answers in this checklist have also considered the current State California
Environmental Quality Act Guidelines and Appendix G contained in those Guidelines.

V. ISSUES (and Supporting Information Sources):
1. LAND USE AND PLANNING.

Would the proposal:

a) Conflict with applicable Significant Potentially Less Than Not
environmental plans or Impact Significant Significant Applicable
policies adopted by Unless Impact
Marin County? Mitigated
(source #(s): 1.2.4.5.)

[1] [X] [ ] [ 1]

b) Conflict with applicable Significant Potentially Less Than Not
Countywide Plan Impact Significant Significant Applicable
designation or zoning Unless Impact
standards? Mitigated
(source #(s): 1.2.4.5.)

[ 1 [X] [ 1] [ 1
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